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WELCOMING OUR NEW STUDENTS 
 
Shravam Vikram, piano 
Colin Geng, piano 
Carina Geng, piano 
 
IMA STUDENTS BIRTHDAYS IN JUNE 

 
Valerie Li, Ethan Wong, Natheesh Sivashankar, Sachin Ratnam, Jalen 
Yang, Annabelle Chen, Annika Tran, Emma Kang, Sanvm Baba, Olivia 
Yee, Darika Ishenbekova, Christina Shen 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 
IMPORTANT DAYS IN JUNE 
 
June 1-30  Royal Conservatory of Music examinations 
June 21-30 IMA students annual evaluation reports 
 
 
NEWS 

 
BACK TO IN-PERSON EDUCATION 
 
After a few months of going back and forth between online and in-
person instruction, we are getting ready again for transitioning back 
to in-person lessons as of Monday, June 14. The “stay-at-home” 
order will expire on June 2 and all students will be back to school, 
shortly after. With vaccination rates rapidly increasing, we look 
forward to safely resuming in-person lessons, as soon as possible. 
 
EARN YOUR COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT HOURS 
 
The Ontario Ministry of Education requires that all high-school 
students get involved with a charitable or non-for-profit 
organization volunteer 40 hours in community service. Our affiliated 
charity, the Kindred Spirits Orchestra (KSO), has several projects 
with various time commitment that can be done either at home or 
at its locations in Markham and Stouffville. If in the fall of 2021 you 
will be in grade 9, 10, 11 or 12 and looking for community service, 
email GM@KSOrchestra.ca The projects are open to all students 
(including those who are not taking lessons at the IMA), so feel free 
to refer your friends. 
 

 

 
 
Mr. Kristian Alexander (Director of the International Music Academy) 

at the Aaniin Covid-19 vaccination clinic (May 2021). 
 
 
 
IMA STUDENTS ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORTS 
 
In June, all current students will be receiving Certificates of 
achievement, trophies, and detailed progress reports signed by 
their teachers and the Director of the International Music 
Academy. The reports summarize students’ outcomes and 
achievements during the past academic year as well as their goals 
and objectives for the upcoming months. 
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ROYAL CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC  
EXAMINATION RESULTS (January - April session) 

 
The Royal Conservatory of Music April session 
examination results have been announced. 
Congratulations to the IMA students achieving 
higher than the Provincial average marks, with 
distinction. 
 

Student Subject 
 

Mark Teacher 
Sanay Kothalkar Prep B Piano 93 Ms. Dianne Hughes 
Kyla Marie Thomson Level 3 Piano 91 Ms. Lili Imastounian 
Aaron Dutta Level 6 Piano 86 Ms. Lili Imastounian 
Aksharaah Sanjeevaan Level 1 Piano 85  Ms. Elena Eremeeva 
Melody Kang Level 4 Piano 84 Ms. Lili Imastounian 
Jamie Chung Level 5 Flute 83 Mr. Leonid Sprikut 
Catherine James Level 2 Piano 83 Ms. Antonia de Wolfe 
Chantal Luo Level 9 Piano 81 Ms. Antonia de Wolfe 
Thivya Jeyapalan Level 10 Piano 80 Ms. Antonia de Wolfe 
Lucy Zhao Level 8 Theory 79 Mr. Leonid Sprikut 
James Au Level 5 Piano 78 Ms. Marina Grigorian 
Jashvir Rathore Level 6 Clarinet 76 Mr. John Mills 
Shreya Ratnam Level 1 Piano 76 Ms. Marina Grigoryan 
Emma Kang Level 8 Piano 74 Ms. Antonia de Wolfe 
Clarisse Lin Level 10 Piano 71 Ms. Dianne Hughes 
Steven Li Level 7 Piano 70 Ms. Antonia de Wolfe 
Avni Prabhu Level 3 Piano 67 Ms. Marina Grigorian 

 
 
RESERVING YOUR MUSIC LESSONS DAY, TIME AND 
TEACHER FOR SEPTEMBER. 

 
Over the past few years several parents asked how to keep the day, 
time and teacher for their children for the upcoming school year. 
Below we have the answers of the most frequently asked questions. 
Please do not hesitate to ask the Office if you have any other 
questions or concerns – we are always happy to help. 
 
Q. How do lessons work in the summer? - The IMA is open year-
round, and we do not close during the summer. 
 
Q. Do a lot of students quit during the summer? - For the past 5 
years, we have grown in enrolment each July by 15-20%. Very few 
students withdraw but we also get a huge influx of students in June, 
July and August; most of them continue into the fall.  
 
Q. If we withdraw for the summer, can we keep our spot for fall? -  
Lessons are booked on a first-come-first- serve basis, so if you 
withdraw for the summer, we cannot guarantee that we will have a 
time slot for you in the fall, as we would have to open the slot to 
new students registering in June, July and August. What usually 
happens when a student withdraws for the summer, his/her slot 
would then be taken by a new student who most of the time would 
continue taking lessons in September and into the upcoming school 
year. 
 
 

The big question for all parents and students to consider is: 
Do you want to stay with the same teacher in the fall? 

 
IF THE ANSWER IS YES THERE ARE 3 WAYS TO DO THIS: 

 
1. Take advantage of our summer make-up lessons. We realize 

that some of you will go on vacation for a portion of the 
summer. So, what you can do is simply make up in advance the 
lessons that you would miss because of your holidays. You can 
make them up as early as you would like (even in May or June). 
 

2. “Sub lease” your spot to a family-member or a friend. You can 
send a family member or a friend in your place for the dates you 
will miss. Just let the office know who is coming in your place 
and when. If you are taking summer lessons and need a specific 
time for the fall, please contact us around late July and we will 
do our best to accommodate you. 

 
3. Request a day/time change for your lesson during the summer. 

Our teachers are flexible and available during the entire day. If 
your current lesson time will be in a conflict with another 
activity during the summer, you can change the day/time of 
your lesson during the summer (subject to availability). 

 
Each September, we get calls from students who have been with us 
for many years, but decided to withdraw for the summer. They want 
to return to the same teacher, day and time, but another student who 
signed up for lessons in June, July or August has already filled the 
same spot. Although we try to accommodate everyone, the new 
students may be reluctant to change their lesson time to allow us to 
offer it to a returning student. So, if you like your teacher, keep your 
time slot during summer and do not hesitate to contact our office if 
you need help rescheduling your lessons. 
 
GET 3 FREE LESSONS WITH THE PURCHASE OF A PIANO 
 
If you are ready to purchase a high quality pre-own piano through 
one of the IMA partners, 3 of your lessons at the IMA will be free.  
Call or email our Office for more information. Pre-own piano is a 
great investment that comes at an attractive price, with a free 
tuning and delivery. 

 
PERSONALIZED IMA GIFT CARD 

 
The IMA offers personalized Gift 
Cards that could be used as 
thoughtful birthday, holiday, 
bar/bat Mitzvah, graduation gift or 
for any other occasions as well as 
to encourage someone to start 
learning a musical instrument or 

singing. The card can be used for any products or services.  
 
The gift card is available for any amount. As cards are personalized 
with the name of the person who will receive it as well as with the 
name of the person who purchase it, requests have to be made 1 
day in advance. Cards can be ordered in person, by phone at 
905.489.4620 or by e-mail at info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca. 
At the time the card is ordered, a non-refundable $5 deposit is 



required. The full value of the card is paid upon pick-up (and the 
deposit is credited towards the purchase price). Payments can be 
made by any major credit card, cheque or cash as well as through 
the accounts of the IMA Clients. 
 
 
 
GET A $30 CREDIT ON YOUR NEXT MONTH TUITION 
 
We have been very pleased with the continued success of our 
students. They have improved a great deal and we share their 
excitement with their families, friends, neighbors, and schoolmates. 
We appreciate your interest towards our programs and services. We 
are always very happy to welcome new students of all ages, levels, 
and instruments to the iMA. Please tell your friends about your 
experience with the International Music Academy.  
 
Do you know someone who is thinking of taking music lessons or 
who has children who may be interested in getting their hands on a 
musical instrument or singing? Do you know a teenager who needs a 
high school OAC credit? Do you know an adult who has wanted for a 
long time to learn how to play a musical instrument but has never 
had the time or inclination? Please tell them about the IMA. 
 
As an appreciation for your referral, we will give you a $30 credit 
for each new student who registers at the International Music 
Academy as a result of your referral. 
 
 
FOLLOW US ON   
 
Stay in touch and follow the IMA latest news on Facebook. Visit 
https://www.facebook.com/International-Music-Academy-
1944567629154903 and become a friend of the International Music 
Academy. 
 
 
 COMPOSERS’ ANNIVERSARIES IN JUNE 
 
01/06/1804 - Michail Glinka was born  
02/06/1857 - Elgar born  
03/06/1875 - Bizet died  
03/06/1899 - Johann Strauss died  
06/06/1903 - Khachaturian was born  
08/06/1810 - Schumann was born  
21/06/1908 - Rimsky Korsakov died  
11/06/1864 - Richard Strauss was born  
14/06/1671 - Tomasso Albinoni was born  
15/06/1843 - Edward Grieg was born  
17/06/1818 - Charles Gounod was born  
17/06/1882 - Igor Stravinsky was born  
20/06/1819 - Jacques Offenbach was born  
25/06/1767 - Georg Telemann died 
 
Where you born or do you know someone who was born on the same 
day as these famous composers? Drop us e-mail at 
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca to let us know. 

 
FEATURED TEACHER OF THE MONTH 
 

 
PAUL ANTHONY WILLIAMSON 
M.Mus., B.Mus., Vocal Studies and interpretation 
 

Canadian lyric tenor Paul 
Williamson has “a startlingly 
rich voice” (Edmonton 
Journal) and is now taking his 
place on the operatic and 
concert stages of Canada. 
With a Bachelor of Music 
degree from the Houghton 
College School of Music in 
New York, a Master’s degree 
in Opera Performance from 
State Glinka Conservatoire of 
Nizhny Novgorod, Russia, 

Paul continued his vocal studies under Robert MacLaren at the 
University of Manitoba. In 2007, while a student in the Opera 
Diploma program at the University of Toronto, he starred 
as Nemorino in Donizetti’s L’elisir d’amore, where he was reviewed 
by Opera Canada as “a very pleasing tenor with Italianate colour, 
lovely phrasing and even the requisite sob” who can “play with his 
voice for nuance and has lots of power when needed.”Fluent in 
Russian, Paul appeared as the Czar with Toronto’s Opera in Concert 
in Rimsky-Korsakov’s The Snow Maiden in April 2008. The Globe and 
Mail declared “High tenor Paul Williamson, as the czar, had some 
ecstatic moments; his springtime aria was a high point” while Opera 
Canada’s review of this performance stated, “lyric tenor Paul 
Williamson impressed as the czar.” As an opera apprentice with the 
University of Manitoba, Paul performed the role of Wilhelm in school 
tours of Dean Burry’s popular The Brothers Grimm. He recently 
starred as Umberto in Rossini’s La Donna del Lago with Opera in 
Concert. Oratorio performances include Bruckner’s Te 
Deum (University of Toronto Combined Choirs and Orchestra), 
Britten’s St Nicolas Cantata (Tryptych, Toronto), and the 
Beethoven Mass in C with MasterWorks of Oakville. Mr. Williamson 
placed second in the Barry Alexander International Vocal 
Competition in New York 2007/8. 
 
Mr. Williamson sang the role of Finn in Glinka’s Ruslan and 
Ljudmila in October 2010 with Opera In Concert and debuted with 
the Thunder Bay Symphony in Handel’s Messiah in November of that 
same year. nbsp;In 2011, he debuted with the both Toronto 
Philharmonia in their Bel Canto series and at Heliconian Hall in the 
Birthday Series: Pyotr Tchaikovsky. In 2012, he debuted the role of 
Don Carlo with Opera By Request to glowing reviews and sang the 
role of Remus in an opera entitled Treemonisha by Scott Joplin with 
the Nataniel Dett Chorale at Koerner Hall in May 2012. Mr. 
Williamson’s recent appearances include singing Manrico in Verdi’s Il 
Trovatore with Opera York (Toronto) in November 2013, his debut at 
Carnegie Hall as tenor soloist in Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony with 
the New York Festival Orchestra, and again at Carnegie Hall in March 
2014 as tenor soloist in Mozart’s Requiem, and Beethoven’s Choral 
Fantasia. 



 
Mr. Wiliamson was happy to answer a few questions for our Students 
and Parents:  
 
1. What do you like most about teaching? Simple.  It's the joy of 
telling and showing what I know about the function of the human 
voice in singing to eager students! The human voice is a complex 
instrument with a lot of moving parts and supporting muscles and 
tendons. Teaching voice involves teaching the student how to use 
these parts in co-ordination, in conjunction with the use of the 
breath. 
 
2. How do you inspire students to practice more? In my lessons, I 
take time to show them examples of famous singers, who've spent 
many hours practicing. Then I tell them that if they want to be as 
good as they were, the work has to be done. Nothing good comes 
without many hours of practice. I also talk about my practice 
routine and how my technique changes with age, so practicing 
never stops. 
 
3. What roles does performance play in a student’s development? 
Performance is important because you know you've really learned 
something when you can successfully demonstrate it in front of 
people.  Singing in front of an audience is daunting! So, when 
you've practiced, and you've got the technique into your body, the 
less nervous you'll become. I've certainly found that to be true in 
my performance.  Sometimes things don't go as planned, for 
example, you're under the weather, knowing your instrument well 
will carry you through the performance 90% of the time, I've found.  
 
4. Who are your favourite composers? Rachmaninov, Händel, 
Strauß, and Duparc. Each of these composers has written music 
that really fits my vocal style, from coloratura, to lyric-spinto. They 
are my go-to for last minute calls to fill in with a recital programme 
that I've always gotten in my back pocket! 
 
5. What was the last piece of music (sheet music or a recording) 
you purchased for yourself? The music that really flows through my 
blood is the African American and West Indian Spiritual/Folksong. 
Being Jamaican and a descendant of slaves, songs that talk about 
freedom from bondage and a better life in heaven after earthly 
labours really are a part of me, and I sing them at the end of every 
recital! I purchased a new collection of African American Spirituals, 
arranged by Francis Hall Johnson.  
 
 
FEATURED STUDENTS OF THE MONTH  

Catherine James 
Rachel James 

• What instrument do you play? Both Catherine and Rachel play the 
piano. 

• How long have you taken 
lessons?  Both Catherine and Rachel have 
been taking lessons at the IMA for 3 
years. Catherine had taken piano lessons 
prior to enrolling at the IMA. 
 
• Who are your favourite musical 
artists? Rachael’s favourite musical artist 
is Jason Derulo. Catherine’s favorite 
musical artists are SZA, Olivia Rodrigo, 
and Tate McRae. 
 
 
• What are your other hobbies, besides 
music? Rachael’s other hobbies are 
painting, writing short stories, and 
coding. Catherine’s other hobbies are 
writing music, dancing, and 
decorating/designing. 
 

• Favourite food? Rachael’s favourite food is noodles because she 
finds them very delicious. Catherine’s favourite food is fries and any 
dishes with potatoes. 

  
• What is the coolest thing you’ve learnt in your lessons in the 
past three months? The coolest thing Rachael has learned is to play 
very challenging songs with 2 hands. The coolest thing that 
Catherine has learned is how to play one of her favorite songs on 
the piano. 

 
• Do you have any performance coming up? Rachael does not have 
any performances coming up, but Catherine was enrolled to perform 
at the International Music Festival and Competition in July. 
 
E-mail to info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca a photo of yourself 
(or your child) together with the answers of the questions above. 
The deadline for submissions is the 15th of every month. We will 
feature you in one of the next issues of the newsletter. 
 
 
FEATURED ARTICLE 

 
To comment on this story or anything else you have read in the Newsletter, 
head over to the IMA Facebook page or message us on Twitter. 
 

How COVID-19 is Shaping the Future of 
Music Education 
by Rhiannon Rosas 
 

Music Education: From Offline to Online 
 
Many subjects can be easily translated from offline into the online 
world, but music is one field where that task is much more difficult. 
For instance, many students rely on their school's instruments, 
mentorship programs, and ensemble training sessions. The closure 
of these schools has made continuing music education much more 
difficult for these students. 



 
 
Many students are receiving calendar notifications of canceled music 
events, and their disappointment and frustration are growing. 
 

What Students Are Missing from Music Education 
 
Meanwhile, most of us are sitting at home behind a computer 
screen, wondering how to make the best of the current predicament 
that we find ourselves in. Many students and staff of music are now 
asking themselves, "what are the implications of this pandemic on 
my musical future?" 
 
Missing music events is just a drop in the bucket - how about the 
things that students miss out on from music classes, like making 
emotional, physical, and psychological connections while in the 
physical classroom? Without the pandemic there would be spring 
concerts, musicals, lessons, rehearsals, field trips, and more all 
arranged by music teachers throughout the country. 
There are also many students who rely on music classes to get 
through each school day. Without the positive reinforcement they 
experience from music classes, band, or choir practice, they could 
end up falling through the cracks. 
 

The Importance of Continuing Music Education 
 
Music education is yet another area in public education where the 
coronavirus is magnifying underlying inequities. Students who 
depend on the aforementioned items are missing out big time, 
especially if they don't have an alternative solution at home. 
Distance learning, while it's a potential solution, isn't accessible for 
every student. 
 
Even when the schools do open back up, not every school will have 
music programs available in the near or foreseeable future. 
Many more students will experience depression in their lives if they 
don't get the opportunity to create music in school. Music is a big 
part of life for many students. 
 

No Substitute for the Real Thing? 
 
Unfortunately, there's no real replacement for being together with 
others and making music. Music has the power to change lives, and 
the absence of it in schools is going to make music education harder. 

The latest and greatest apps, music education lessons online and 
recording platforms will help, but they won't change the fact that 
there's no exact substitute for being in a room together with others. 
However, these online tools should prove to be useful and engaging. 
And furthermore, kids are especially good at utilizing and adapting to 
new technology. Teachers won't be able to create the same exact 
experience that can take place in a real classroom, but they can still 
have digital orchestras, recording projects, and live lessons on social 
media. And because of their experience in the classroom, they'll 
know that the key to making all of these new solutions work is to 
maintain a strong relationship with their students. 
 

Creating Personal Connections Is Key 
 
Making connections with students and creating a strong sense of 
musical community will be the key to the success of music education 
going forward. We must not feel overwhelmed by all of the 
newnesses, but instead, try and keep things simple, while keeping in 
mind the importance of personal connections. And there are many 
different ways to make these connections, including video chatting, 
text messaging, or the old-fashioned phone call. 
 

 
 

Teachers Must Facilitate New Connections 
 
For many students, the best part of their week is their virtual private 
music lessons. And the daily highlight of many students is a simple 
chat with their peers and teachers from music class. This is thanks to 
the music teachers that are facilitating these connections among 
their students. Now more and more kids are actually uttering the 
words "I miss school." 
 
In fact, special video messages can count a lot for music students. A 
simple but heartfelt and positive message from an instructor 
showing that they care can mean the world to music students. 
During this period of uncertainty, these video messages can serve as 
simple guideposts on a student's journey through music education. 
 

Remember What Music Education is All About 
 
It's important to remind students about what band class is really 
about. In short, it's about learning how to create wondrous music, 
expressing your emotions, connecting with others, and having fun. 



With a good teacher, none of those things should change in the 
transition to online musical learning. 
 

 
 

Life Goes On 
 
Students should also keep in mind that life will go on, schools will 
eventually reopen up again. And in the meantime, teachers should 
understand that they are crucial to the future of music education. 
Music teachers have many important roles. They must be 
community builders. They have to create avenues of expression for 
their students. And they will need to continually stay in touch at 
those key moments when students need them the most. For 
example, when an event gets canceled, students should be reminded 
of how strong they are that they even managed to reach that point, 
to begin with. 
Also, when it comes to music education, the mechanics of learning 
(blend, intonation, balance) are even less important. More focus and 
emphasis should be placed on the emotional side of things (the 
connectedness, joy, and hope). 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

International Music Academy 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 
for new students only 

1 offer per family 

ONE FREE LESSON 
Call the IMA Office at 

905.489.4620 (Markham) or 
905.640.6363 (Stouffville) 

to schedule your first lesson. 
Once scheduled, the lesson cannot be rescheduled. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. No refunds, no exchanges. 

 

 Music is sooooooooo beautiful! 

 
Register for lessons by 

June 30, 2021 and receive 

$50 off 
New students only. 1 offer per family 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

 

REFER A NEW STUDENT and 
GET ONE FREE LESSON! 

 
When you refer a new student to the IMA, who 
registers for lesson, you will get one free lesson for 
every new student. So, if you refer the IMA to 2 new 
students, we will give you 2 free lessons; for 3 new 
students – 3 free lessons etc. Fill in the coupon 
below and leave it with the IMA Office 
administrator.  
 
Your name: ______________________________ 
 
Name of the new student: __________________ 
 

You can print or photocopy this coupon as many times as you need. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 


